BY ORDER  OF  THE  SHAH

or fifteen fathoms. Rain in plenty means a good season,
for rain over the sea is supposed to aid an oyster's digestion,
and to enhance the size and value of the pearl."

The fear of the divers was the dawl, a sort of jelly-fish
about the size of a hand with long sinews which burned
the flesh. The dawl melted away if exposed to the heat
of the sun.

"It has not been possible to steal from our kings,"
said Rumi, when questioned about the value of the fishery.
"Even the sea is obliged to restore what it takes from them,
if not in kind, then in pearls, the anchor of the vessel of
victory and fortune.53

We agreed with him, thinking of the crown of Nadir
Shah, a tall and elaborate affair covered entirely with
pearls.

"Pearls are the cold tears of the moon, which have
fallen into the sea, to be guarded by the oysters until they
are needed to deck a chieftain's bride.

" * 'Tis moonlight over OMAN'S sea;
Her banks of pearl and palmy isles
Back in the night beam beauteously,
And her blue waters sleep in smiles.'"

quoted Rumi in reflective vein, although the sun shone in
benign radiance.

"When that village entered the open portals of the
Hall of Prosperity," he went on, pointing to the same
cluster of mud houses in the distance, "the people decided
that they must build them a mosque with a minaret. rlf
you would like the voice of my mind to sing to the harp of
my memory, I will tell you why the minaret leans over*

"Everybody knows that Christians date their years
from the birth of Christ. But everyone, including my
lowly self, does not believe in him as a Supreme Being.
We contend he was but a prophet of God, and not the
greatest at that. Millions hold that Muhammad was God's
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